
Tower Hamlets

London’s Poverty Profile provides evidence on and insight into poverty and inequality in London. It shines a light on these issues to prompt action from local and national
government, the third sector, faith groups, practitioners, experts, businesses, the public and indeed anyone who cares about making London a fairer city to live in.

This factsheet draws together insights specifically for Tower Hamlets from the wider set of indicators published in London’s Poverty Profile.

For details of the data sources and methods used please see https://trustforlondon.org.uk/data/boroughs/overview-of-london-boroughs/

The chart above summarises the boroughs' indicators across each of our themes. The
center represents worse performance, outer rings better

Key Points
In 2022/23, 41% of people in the borough lived in households with an income of

less than 60% the UK median after housing costs have been subtracted. This was
worse than the average London Borough.

48% of children in the borough lived in households with an income of less than
60% the UK median after housing costs have been subtracted in 2022/23. This was
worse than the average London Borough.

In Tower Hamlets, 10.1% of residents were estimated to be earning below the
Living Wage in 2023. This was better than the average London Borough.

GCSE attainment was better than the average London Borough in Tower Hamlets,
with 69.3% of students achieving grades 9-4 (A*-C under the old grading system) in
GCSE English and Maths in 2022/23

Relative to London overall, for Tower Hamlets the average neighbourhood in the
borough was 2.03 times as income-deprived than the average in London in 2019.

Income estimates 2020 Poverty rate 2022/2023

Source: MSOA Income estimates 2020, ONS Source: Households below average income 5 year averages to 2021/2022, DWP

Tower Hamlets ratings across key indicators

Looking across all the indicators collected at Borough level for the London Poverty Profile, Tower Hamlets did worst for London boroughs’ median income deprivation
ranking relative to London and rest of England, and best for Proportion of borough residents’ jobs that are paid below London Living Wage.

Worse for:

Source: English Indices of Deprivation, Ministry of Housing, Communities
and Local Government

Better for:

Source: Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings, ONS

Poverty and
living standards

Housing

Work

Education

Health

434343
424242

414141
383838

313131
313131
313131

303030
303030
303030

292929
292929

282828
282828

262626
262626

252525
252525

232323
232323

222222
222222
222222

212121
212121

202020
202020

191919
191919

161616
151515

121212

Camden
Westminster

Tower Hamlets
Newham

Brent
Ealing

Enfield
Barking & D'ham

Redbridge
Wandsworth

Hounslow
Lewisham

Hackney
Kens' & Chelsea

Barnet
Greenwich
Hillingdon

Lambeth
Haringey

Waltham Forest
Croydon
Harrow
Sutton

Kingston
Southwark

Bexley
Islington

H'smith & Fulham
Havering
Bromley
Merton

Richmond

Better than London average Average Worse than London average No data

Po
ve

rty
 ra

te

Chil
d p

ov
ert

y r
ate
 (A

HC)

Inc
om

e d
ep

riv
ati

on

Pa
y i

ne
qu

ali
ty

Hom
ele

ssn
es

s a
cc

ep
tan

ce
s

Te
mpo

rar
y A

cc
om

mod
ati

on

Re
po

sse
ssi

on
s

Hou
sin

g a
ffo

rd
ab

ilit
y

Hou
sin

g d
eli

ve
ry

Ro
ug

h s
lee

pin
g

Lo
w pa

y (
res

ide
nt)

Une
mplo

ym
en

t r
ate

Une
mplo

ym
en

t r
ate
 ch

an
ge

Out-
of-

wor
k b

en
efi

ts

No q
ua

lifi
ca

tio
ns
 at
 19

Inf
an

t m
or

tal
ity

Pre
matu

re 
mor

tal
ity

GCSE
 at

tai
nm

en
t

No q
ua

ls

Income deprivation (relative to London overall)
2019

2.032.032.03
1.91.91.9

1.81.81.8
1.581.581.58

1.51.51.5
1.491.491.49
1.491.491.49

1.431.431.43
1.391.391.39

1.261.261.26
1.191.191.19
1.181.181.18
1.141.141.14
1.111.111.11

1.031.031.03
1.011.011.01
111
111
0.960.960.96

0.910.910.91
0.870.870.87
0.850.850.85
0.820.820.82
0.770.770.77
0.770.770.77

0.70.70.7
0.70.70.7
0.690.690.69
0.670.670.67
0.630.630.63
0.590.590.59
0.580.580.58

0.50.50.5

Tower Hamlets
Barking & D'ham

Hackney
Islington

Southwark
Enfield

Newham
Haringey

Lewisham
Greenwich

Lambeth
Camden

Waltham Forest
Brent

H'smith & Fulham
Croydon

Ealing
London

Hounslow
Redbridge

Westminster
Hillingdon

Harrow
Barnet

Wandsworth
Bexley

Kens' & Chelsea
Havering

Merton
Sutton

Kingston
Bromley

Richmond

Proportion of borough residents' jobs that are low
paid
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https://trustforlondon.org.uk/data/boroughs/overview-of-london-boroughs/

